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He supplicates for himself the same control of the
" Stern Lawgiver/' and this because he would be
free.

"To humbler functions, awful power!
I call thee: I myself commend
Unto thy guidance from this hour;
Oli, let my weakness have an end!
Give u/nto me, made lowly wise,
The spirit of self-sacrifice;
The confidence of reason give;
And in the light of truth thy bondman let me
Uve."

One of the charms of this great poet, and one
. of the secrets of his power over our hearts, is his
constant appeal to personal experience. He gives
us his testimony in this ode, and he allows us to
hear his confession. He offers a warning to those
who are tempted to throw off restraint in their
quest for freedom. He had done this, and had
failed:

fc I, loving freedom, and untried;
No sport of every random gust,
Yet being to myself a guide,
Too blindly have reposed my trust;